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use in London in redeeming bonds and coupons, and should
leave in the bank on deposit unless, by the peculiarity of
their rules, I should be obliged to withdraw it. They ob-
jected to taking the money as a Government deposit, or as
an official deposit in my name, having some vague idea that
if they took it and opened an official Government account
they should be liable for the appropriation of the money
unless documents from the United States were filed with
them taking away that liability, but they could not tell me
exactly what documents they wanted nor from whom they
must come. They did, however, agree to open an account
with me, and that was the best I could do. In signing my
name to their book, I added my official title, and when, some
time after, I came to drawing checks, I signed in the same
way. This brought from the officers a letter which I annex
hereto, saying that my deposit would be regarded as a private
and personal one.

What I was most anxious to provide for was the power in
some United States officer to draw the money in case of my
death (knowing the uncertainty of life), without the delay,
expense, and trouble which must necessarily arise, if it stood
wholly to my personal credit. I asked the officers to allow
it to stand in your name as Secretary and mine as Assistant
Secretary, jointly and severally, so as to be drawn upon the
several check of either, and by the survivor in case of the
death of either one. I suggested other arrangements which
would have the same result, but they said their rules pre-
vented their agreeing to my requests, that they were con-
servative and did not like to introduce anything new into
their customs.

On the 15th day of January, 1872, I renewed my request
in writing, after having had several conversations with the
officers on the subject, and received an answer which, with the
letter of request, is hereto annexed.